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I.—ForeIcn POLITICS. 


Tue Aryavarta [Ranchi] of the 3rd September says regarding the Tibet 
Mission that it is heard that the Dalai Lama has fled 
to Mongolia. It is also said that he has gone to 
seek the aid of Russia, : 

9. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 4th September remarks that Lord 

Curzon, in sending the armed mission into Tibet, 

Cause of sending an armed gaid that the Tibetans had murdered two British 

eo subjects; but on arrival of the mission at Lhassa, 

the truth has come out. The two persons are only prisoners there, and the 

paper then goes on to ask, “ How do the high officials, who only to maintain 

their zid make false assertions, show their face to the world? Should we call 
this a political, praiseworthy lie, or what else ?” ; 

3. The same paper, noticing the strong resolutions passed ata recent 

concen ge oe " meeting of the Colonial Chamber of Commerce at 
pimigration of Asiaties to te Pretoria against the decision of Mr. Lyttelton 

| withhold sanction to the immigration laws passed 
by the Transvaal Government, remarks as follows :— : 

We cannot expect him (Mr. Lyttelton) to be firm and stand by the side of 
justice, ignoring the frowns of the white colonials. It appears, therefore, 
that the Transvaal will be practically closed to Asiatics. Should this come to 
happen, would the Indians have courage enough to convene meetings for the 
purpose of compelling the Government to stop the whites coming here ? 

4, The same paper says :— 

ne a ) The Russian volunteer cruisers now and then 
poking of British ships by detain and sometimes sink British ships on the 
ground of their carrying contraband. Upon this, 
the British merchants sent a deputation to Mr. Balfour to prevent Russia from 
doing so, as their foreign trade is seriously affected by it. Mr. Balfour, among 
other things, assured them that no further insult on the part of Russia to 
English ships will be pocketed. Had the dispute been with either the Sultan 
of Turkey or the Shah of Persia or Thebaw of Burma, there would be no 
necessity for looking backwards and forwards ; but in the present case itis Russia 
to deal with. An elephant, even when dead, weighs a hundred maunds. 


5. ‘Lhe Roznama-i-Mukaddas Hablul Matzen [Calcutta] of the 5th Septem- 
ber is astonished at General Kuropatkin’s plan of 
invading India, as published in London. But 
there is nothing to wonder at as it is no news, for Russia’s intentions 
towards Persia(?) come down to us from the times of Peter the Great, but it is 


The Tibet Mission, 


Persian politics. 


_ to be regretted that we have been sleeping over the matter all this time. 


What one is surprised to hear is that concessions have been granted to the 
Belgians for constructing railways and tramways in Persian territory, The 
papers announce that the concessions granted to Russia have been transferred 
tu France. The Persians view the granting of these concessions to foreigners 
with disapproval, and notwithstanding strong representations that were made by 
this paper and others, concession after concession was granted to foreigners. 
One of the worst things that Persia is doing is that she is taking loans from 
foreigners under conditions which are very exacting in their nature. 
The same paper asks the present Ministry to take such steps as may put 
a stop to the further granting of such concessions to foreigners. 
‘ bh same paper has written a long article under the heading ‘“ Japan 
. ould be an object-lesson,” in which it recounts the victories of Japan over 
ussia and points out the reasons for the uninterrupted success of the Tiasnete 


6. The Zripura Hitaishi [Comilla] of the 6th September writes as follows :— 
England and Russia. Everywhere in this world the weak are invari- 
ably tyrannised over by the strong. The Burmese 

war, the Manipur war und the Tibet war are examples of this rule. But note 
England’s conduct towards Russia at present. Russia believes that England is 
at the root of all her difficulties in the Far East and hatesher intensely, But as 
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England is beyond her reach, she could so long do nothing but fret and foam 
at her. At length she hit upon the plan of doing injury to her enemy 
by sinking her merchant vessels, and actually sank two. It was the turn of 
the English to retaliate. But, then, Russia was not Burma, Manipur or Tibet 
and the British Lion, however powerful when weak countries like those are 
concerned, was obliged to assume a mild and peaceful attitude towards her. 


Matters would surely have been different had the aggressor been Turkey and 
not Russia. 


II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)— Police. 


7. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
dist August writes :— : 

The Lieutenant-Governor has offered what jg 
evidently intended to be good advice to the District Magistrate of Backergunge 
in favour of the police. His Honour has come to the conclusion that the police 
are made the victims of false charges at the hands of the Backergunge people, 
He has therefore advised the Magistrate that cases against the police should be 
carefully inquired into, and if a case is found to be false, the complainant should 
be prosecuted. Mr. Carlyle, the Inspector-General of Police, has in a similar 
spirit said that the police should not be convicted offhand on any and every 
charge. But, of course, severe punishment may be awarded if the magnitude 
of the offence seems to require it. Weshudder to think what the moral effect of 
such advice will be. Whatis more regrettable is that a Lieutenant-Governor 
who was President of the Police Commission should approve of such a policy. | 
Even under the existing conditions, it has become practically impossible, owing 
to the operation of various causes, to get justice in a case against the police. With 
this new hint from Government for their guidance, one can easily guess what 
attitude the Magistrates will henceforth take up in charges made against the 
police. This perhaps is giving the people a foretaste of police reform ? 

From the Police Report for 1903 we gather that it is the impression of 
Mr. Carlyle that most of the charges of bribery made against the police were 
false. He adduces as an instance the fact that in Backergunge during the years 
1902 and 1903, 15 and 12 such cases were respectively brought to Court, but 
none of them were proved true. But our impression is different. Mr. Carlyle 

robably does not realise the immense difficulties of establishing by evidence 
in Court acharge brought against the police. Even the wealthiest men are 
unequal to such a feat, for the police in this country are armed with excessive 
powers by the law. There are many who do not bring a case against the 
police if they can at all help it. 


Charges against the police. 


serene ee 8. The Medini Bandhav [Midnapore] of the 31st August reports that a 


Aug: 3lst, 1904. 


Sept. Ist, 1904. 


dacoity was committed in the house of one Titoo 
Jana on the 9th August last, in village Modatipur, 
thana Moisadal. Two inmates of the house were 
seriously assaulted, and some ornaments were snatched away from the person 
ofalady. The local police have not yet been able to trace the dacoits. 


9. The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the lst September writes as follows :— 

On the 25th August last, we received a letter 
from a respectable correspondent to the effect that 
on the previous day a man named Bancha Nidhi, who had been a passenger on 
board the Kookee steamer at the Goalundo Ghat bound for Assam, leapt 
into the Padma shortly after the vessel had weighed anchor. The man was 
rescued and brought to the Penguin steamer which was lying at anchor at the 
ghat. He said that his father’s name was Satyabadi Rantara, living near the 
western ghat of the Jagannath temple at Puri; that he had been working at the 
Patna Ghat, and that he was being transported to Assam asa cooly on the 
pretext of being taken to Puri. He then fell at the correspondent’s feet and 
said, ‘‘Save me, I will not bea cooly.” Inthe meantime, four of the khalasis 
of the Kookee steamer came in a jolly-boat and forcibly carried away the poor 
man. Aminali, the assistant serange of the Penguin, the sukani, and some 
other men were present at the place of occurrence. | 


_. Acase of dacoity in the Midna- 
pore district. 


A cooly case. 
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On receiving this letter we sent a telegram to the Deputy Commissioner of 
Dhubri requesting him to enquire into the matter. In reply, we received the 
following letter from Mr. H. Lyngdoh, the Assistant Surgeon of Dhubri :— 

To THE Evrror, “SaNJIBANI,” 
| CaLcuita. 


Dated Dhubri, the 26th August 1904. 


Sir, e 
Wits reference to your telegram to the Deputy Commissioner of Goalpara enquiring 

whether the man named Bancha Nidhi was forcibly recruited for an Assam tea garden, 

I beg to say that I was — by the Embarkation Agent (Civil Surgeon) to make an 


enquiry into the matter. ith this object I went on board the steamer Kookee yesterday, 


the 25th August 1904, and interviewed the said cooly. My first question to the man was, 
“ Are you willing to proceed to the garden?” The man said cheerfully, “Yes.” Then I 
enquired into his unwillingness to proceed when at Goalundo. The said cooly said that his 
reluctance at Goalundo was due to the following occurrence :— While at Calcutta one of the 
coolies’ peons named Apru, who accompanied him to Goalundo, took Rs, 7 from him and 
returned to Calcutta without paying back the money. Bancha Nidhi, seeing the peon was 
not on board the steamer with him, got much excited, refused to proceed, and jumped 
overboard at Goalundo to try to find out thepeon. Of course, the cooly was then brought back 
on board with a promise that his Rs, 7 would be given back at Gauhati, and the medical 
efficer of the steamer told me that he had already wired to the proprietor of the Dooria tea 
estate to remit the amount to him at Gauhati, so that the man may get back the money the 
loss of which had caused the jumping. Probably that was the cause of his unwillingness at 
Goalundo, for (during my interview) he looked quite cheerful and willing to go. 


I remain, etc., 


H. Lyneponx, 
Asst. Surgeon. 


We had requested the Deputy Commissioner to enquire into the matter, 
but he, instead of doing the work himself or having it done by an Extra 
Assistant Commissioner, requested the Embarkation Agent to do it. The 
Agent, in his turn, sent his Assistant to do the work. Has this procedure been 
just and proper? Is it possible for a sane man to throw himself into the 
raging and furious current of the Padma in the month of August for the 
sake of Rs.7? We request the Chief Commissioner to direct an enquiry 
to be made, 

10. A-correspondent of the Jyoti [Chittagong] of the 1st September 

Intrepid conduct of a volice °x 108 aud, brings to the notice of Government 
—"™ Ne the «intrepid conduct of Babu Kamala Kanta 
Bhattacharya, head-constable of Hnila outpost, 
in a recent case. On the 29th January last, a dacoity was committed 
in village Kharankhali, in the jurisdiction of the above outpost. The 
dacoits included a party from Arracan. One of the dacoits was traced toa 
village under the jurisdiction of Garjania, in the midst of a forest, The 
head-constable penetrated into this inaccessible country, and had a personal 
encounter with the armed dacoit before he could arrest him. 

li. The Hitavadi alontie) of the _ September writes as follows :— 

r ; e general increase in the number of thefts 
the pty Ted ey Wingy " dacoities, etc., in Bengal during the last year has 

partially been ascribed by the Lieutenant-Governor 


to the negligence of the police in properly applyin tion 110 of th 
os g section of the 
Criminal Procedure Vode against budmashes We fear lest this remark on 


the part of His Honour should lead to undesirable consequences by encourag-, 


ing the police to oppress innocent people on a larger scale than at present. 

veryone knows what a potent instrument of Oppression section 110 is in the 
hands of the police. As it is often very difficult to secure convictions under that 
section, it is used by the police in harassing and oppressing such people as 
have the misfortune of incurring its displeasure. Besides this, the police has 
not the intelligence and tact necessary for a proper enforcement of section 


aed Its application, therefore, generally leads to oppression of innocent 
es. | | 


JYOTI, 
Sept. lst, 1904. 
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Sept. 2nd, 1904. 
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Sept. 3rd, 1904. 
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12, A correspondent of the Mthir-o-Sudhakar (Caleutta] of the 2nd 


Clie, ks a Seaalidialian September writes from Chaugnapara in the Mymen- 


fakir. singh district that a Muhammadan fakir wag 


cruelly outraged by the naib of Sridhar Babu. a 
zamindar of Muktagatcha, for killing a cow in his zamindari. The writer 
draws the attention of Government to the matter. | 

13. The Rangpur Vartavaha { Rangpur] of the 2nd September says that 

a ia after the death of Batal chaukidar at Mahiganj 

suspicious death at Rang- _. ; }, a 
pur. rich Saha tried, though unsuccessfully, to get 

possession of his young widow for immoral pur. 

oses. Afterwards a zamindar took the woman to his own house. he 
~olice Inspector has failed to unearth the true facts in connection with the 
death of her late husband. The writer asserts that the death of the poor 
chaukidar tock place under such suspicious circumstances that the matter 
should attract the attention of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal. 
The enquiries hitherto made have been of the most unsatisfactory character, 
Government ought to enquire what part Babu Bejay Govinda Saha, an 
officer of the Police Department, took in the enquiry into this most atrocious 
deed. It is said Bejay Babu has friends and relatives at Mahiganj. Why then 
should he fail to get at the truth? Government should appoint a detective 
officer to enquire into the matter, and should also carefully scrutinise the 
police reports to see if there are any inconsistencies in them. 

14. Referring to the Police Administration Report for 1903, the 
Khulnavast [Khulna] of the 3rd September ob- 
serves :— 

We are by no means ready to admit that the village police are gradually 
improving. On the contrary, the fact is that the chaukidars invariably 
neglect their duties. They are sometimes even suspected of complicity in the 
local thefts and other forms of crime, and in most cases they do not regularly 
do their patrolling duties. 

The opinion expressed by the Lieutenant-Governor about the appoint- 
ment of village panchayets is satisfactory. In fact, the appointment of 
a village panchayet requires great care, tact and deliberation. But as 
these panchayets are held bound by hard-and-fast rules, no man of respecta- 
bility cares to seek to be a panchayet under the existing conditions. Some 
new rules have become necessary, so that educated and respectable men might 
not fight shy of these posts. 

We are indeed alarmed at the announcement that the number of village 
chaukidars is to be reduced. We are not sure if even the existing number 
is adequate. However, it may be confidently predicted that Government 
will give this point their careful consideration. 

Then the opinion has been expressed by the Lieuvtenant-Governor that 
the chaukidari-tax should be assessed according to the means of the persons 
assessed. For this His Honour deserves the heartiest thanks of the public. 
The poor villagers are always being oppressed by this chuukidari-tax. We 
do not believe that in levying the tax regard is paid to the circumstances of 
the tax-payer in each case, And yet if the payment of the tax is delayed 
even by a day or two, the goods of the defaulter, including even his cooking 
utensils, are threatened with seizure. There is no other means more frequently 
used than this for paying off purely personal scores among the villagers. 
This might be prevented if properly qualified men .were appointed 
panchayets. 

15. The Birbhum Varta [Birbhum ] of the 3rd September, in announcing 

the death, on the night of the 29th August last, of 
The late Mr. Uave-Browne, Mr. J. A. Cave-Browne, the local District Superin- 
District Superintendent of Police, tendent of P olice, observes that he was a rare 


The village poiice. 


Birbhum. : ‘ 
rson among’ the European community for his 
amiability and other good qualities. To the great misfortune of the Birbhum 


public he has been cut off untimely. It melts even a heart of stone to think 
of the sad condition of his helpless widow. Mr. Cave-Browne treated everybody 
equally well, both his subordinates and the members of the general public. 
The whole town is plunged in mourning at this sad event, and the local Courts 
(both Civil and Criminal) suspended their business for a day as a mark of respect 
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deceased. At the funeral man prominent Hindu gentlemen, who saw 
in es hecuael a very incarnation of justice, were willing to lend their aid in 
_ carrying the coffin from his house to the burial-ground. 


ring to the casein which the Sub-Magistrate of Trichinopoly 

= et ” has been recently punishe by being divested of 
ee his magisterial powers for lowering the dignity of 

the Court by offering an apology in open Court to a police officer for making 
some remarks against the police in the course of a judicial proceeding, the 
Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 3rd September says that if the Sub-Magistrate 
had been a strong man he would never have apologized. He has lost the 
very appointment for fear of losing which he suffered this humiliation. Now 
see when the Judges themselves are so much afraid of the police, how can the 
poor people and vakils dare speak before them? The Sub-Magistrate was 
unished for his cowardice, but to what 1s this cowardice attributable ? Certainly 
to the cowardly system of the English Government which is making both the 
rulers and the ruled cowards. All the disgrace in this case therefore belongs to 


Government. : meee 
17. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 4th September, in reviewing the 
Resolution on the working of the police in Bengal, 
Government Resolution on the makes the following remarks :— 
re The Government has expressed satisfaction at 
the small number of convictions in bribery cases and has pointed out the 
necessity of punishing the complainant on his failing to prove his case. This 
is why we sometimes call Government blind. Does the Government know how 
many cases of bribery do not reach the Courts for fear of the police, and does 
not the Lieutenant-Governor know how difficult it is to obtain evidence against 
the police ? 

Well may the people of England thank the Lieutenant-Governor for such 
reports on the working of the police, but how can those who are day and 
night suffering under the high-handedness, oppression and corruption of the 
police remain satisfied with this report ? 


18. The same paper has the following :— 

There have occurred a good many cases of theft 
and murder in the Hathwa Estate. Only a week 
after the murder of one Baldeo Singh of Kusandi village, a dates Case 
occurred in one of the neighbouring villages, in which an old man was murdered 
by his adopted son. Cows are often stolen. The local police should therefore 


attentively perform their duty, which would be of little use unless the police 
act like a detective. 


19. The Dacca Prakas [Dacca] of the 4th September calls attention to 
the need of greater vigilance on the part of the 
local police during the celebration of the jhulan 
festival in Dacca town. On these days, many respectable females go from one 
house to another to obtain a sight of the images of the gods. ‘Taking advantage 
of their unprotected state, many ruffians attempt to take liberties with them. 
The police are not always found ready to offer their protection to such females 
in distress, 

_ Again, on these days the liquor shops are seen to remain open after 9 P.M. 
This was not permitted by the late Magistrate and should not be permitted by 


the present Magistrate either, for it affords a direct encouragement to the 
lawlessness which prevails on this occasion. 


20. The same paper gives an instance of the utter anarchy which is said 
Thefts in thana Kalihati. dic, 10 PrCVail in thana Kalibati, district Mymensingh. 
trict ple alihati, die Tn village Kokarhara, on the 14th August last, a 
party of thieves entered the house of one Isan 
Chandra Karmokar, broke open his chest, and decamped with Rs. 526 in cash, 
16 tolahs of gold, and other property of value. The police have not yet 
been able to trace the offenders, and yet this is the second or third theft that 
has occurred in this one house in the course of the last seven or eight months. 
Again, numerous other thefts have occurred during the last year or two in this 
village, and in not one of them have the culprits been traced. 


Murder and theft at Hathwa. 


The jhulan festival at Dacca. 
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21. The same paper a pon a it has wey | received a large number 
.. O£ complaints against Babu Annada Charan 
ak against a police tH, second Daroga of Palang thana, It is hee 
, hoped that he will.mend his ways. 
22. Referring to the Government Resolution on the last Police Adminis- 
ies daibbiit is = Report, the Nihar [Contai] of the 6th 
eptember observes :— 

It is stated inthe Report that a sufficient number of candidates is no longer 
available for the Sub-Inspectorship examination. Is it the exclusion of all 
candidates from East Bengal which has led to thisresult? It is somewhat reassur- 
ing to be told that it is His Honour’s intention tosoon depute a special officer to 
go into the whole question of the village police. It is to be hoped that the 
necessity for the chaukidari-tax and the method of its assessment will be 
points that will come within the scope of this enquiry. If, as a result of this 
enquiry, the chaukidari-tax is abolished, His Honour will have earned the 
blessings of millions of his poverty-stricken subjects. This tax presses hard on 
the poor. The authorities know that the masses in this country live daily from 
hand to mouth, and that they cannot afford to make any savings. Such 
people have no need for a police, for they have no property, which it is the 
duty of the police to guard. His Honour will, it is to be hoped, remove this 


grievous burden of oppression from the shoulders of his subjects. 


(b)—- Working of the Courts, 


23. The Medini Bandhav [Midnapore]} of the 31st August regrets to hear 
that the stamp-vendors attached to the local Courts 
and the Collectorate are selling stamps for more 
than their real value. One can imagine what must be the state of things in the 
mufussal when a thing like this happens in the sadar station itself. 
24, The Murshidabad Hitaishs {[Murshidabad]| of the 31st August takes 
sill ieee i acl exception to certain proposed changes of subdivi- 
a Mushidebad Sonal jurisdiction in the Murshidabad district. It 
is understood that the Divisional Commissioner has 
suggested that the Goas and Daulatabad thanas should be transferred from the 
sadar to the Lalbagh subdivision. The reason assigned for this change is that 
the existing work of the subdivision of Lalbagh is too light, and that the 
proposed re-arrangement of jurisdiction would equalise the work in the two 
subdivisions. To this it may be objected that if the two above-named thanas 
are taken away from the sadar subdivision, so few as only five thanas would be 
left under its jurisdiction, and, further, that the Goas thana is far too distant 
from Lalbagh. | 
A much better change would be to abolish the subdivision of Lalbagh 
altogether and open a new subdivision in the eastern part of the district. In 
favour of this alternative suggestion the following grounds may be assigned :— 


(1) Lalbagh is very near to the sadar station, being only six miles off. 
With the opening of the railway it would be fas & a quarter of 
an hour’s journey. 

(2) When for some time the Lalbagh subdivision was abolished and only 
a Criminal Bench and a Munsif’s Court remained there, no in- 
convenience was felt at all from that change. 


Another change of jurisdiction which has been suggested also merits 
consideration. At present at Lalbagh there is one Munsif and at Jangipur there 
are two Munsifs permanently stationed. In addition, an additional Munsif is 
appointed to each of these places from time to time to hel P the permanent Munsifs 


to clear off the arrears on their files. Now, if the Dewanserai thana now 


included under Jan Lp were transferred to Lalbagh, the work at Jangipur 


could be lightened and that at Lualbagh proportionately made heavier. ‘Ihus 
sufficient work for a second permanent Munsif could be found at Lalbagh, and 
the present inconvenient arrangement of posting additional Munsifs at both 
places from time to time could be well avoided. 


To the people of Dewanserai also it would be more convenient to have 
their cases decided at Lalbagh than at Jangipur. 


Fraud by stamp-vendors. 
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_ The Khulna [Khulna] of the 1st September points out that many of 
: . the amla in the offices of the loca! Magistrate and 
Collector have been allowed to continue at that one 
station for too long, and require to be transferred elsewhere. They have 
become bound by ties of interest to many of the local public, and Government 
work suffers in consequence. There is a circular compelling transfer in such 
cases after &® maximum service of five years at one place. The Divisional 
Commissioner should see that this circular is properly enforced in this district. 
26. The Rangpur Vartavaha [Ran por of the 2nd September writes that 

one Indra Chandra Sil, an inhabitant of Howla 

The District Magistrate of in Mahiganj, made a complaint to the District 
ee Magistrate of Rangpur, which, as recorded by him, 


Transfer of ministerial officers. 


was as follows :— 


Indra Chanda Sil on oath.—On Sunday night I was awakened by « aunt’s cries, and 
found my door was held from outside, and after a time it was released. 1 came out and saw 
the acoused taking away my aunt. She has been a widow 12 or 13 years. I asked them wh 
they were doing this wrong act. Some of them called out, “Beat him.” I heard Kuta 
specially call out and give orders Samir accordingly hit me with a stick. They all belong 


to my village. Ga.) &, 0. H 
The 2nd March 1904. : | 


On this complaint the following curious order was passed :— 


Apparently the act was done with the villagers’ consent. Let the collecting member of 
the panchayet report what the villagers think of the affair by 16th. 


(Sd.) R. 0. H. 


On receiving the panchayet’s report the Deputy Magistrate, to whom the 
file had been made over, recorded the following order :— 
The panchayet reports the occurrence as true, but does not say if there is evidence 


sufficient for the conviction of the accused. In a case like this it is necessary that complain- 
ant should bring evidence first. Let him do so on 29th. 


(Sd.) B. K. Raga, 
Deputy Magistrate, in charge. 


Accordingly, when the complainant prayed for summonses to his witnesses 
and paid the fees and submitted a list of the witnesses, the following order was 
passed :— 

Summon first the collecting member (free of charge) for 29th. 


The 18th August 1904. (Sd.) RB. 0. H. 


So it comes to this at last that the wicked Muhammadans, who brought 
disgrace to a Hindu household were not at all brought to book, and the 
Magistrate saw nothing criminal in their outrage, as it was apparently 
committed with the consent of the villagers, Very fine argument this, no 
doubt! Lawlessness and injustice now reign supreme in Rangpur. 

27. A correspondent + the * ltan [Calcutta] of the 2n mopipenes rere 

is Ms that there is a cutcha juma masjid near the Judge's 

# emaeet eaiige ot Onlin Court in Comilla town. Desirous of ath ty it 
pucca, Mr. Tafajjal Ahmed Chaudhuri, 2 zamindar, was taking bricks to the 
place in bullock carts, when the District Judge, Mr. Brown, prohibited the 
passage of such carts along the pucca road near the Court-house. He also 
ordered that no one should be allowed to go to the masjid through the precincts 
of the Court. The local Musalmans are now obliged to go to their masjid by 
way of a very narrow and inconvenient passage. The Judge should remember 
the teaching of Jesus, ‘‘ Love thy neighbour as thyself.” 
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28. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar |Calcutta] of the 2nd September says that the yysa-o-sopsaxa 


ee iin oh Se | ecent judgment of the High Court on the question 
Courts id suits for the restitute, Of the jurisdiction of Munsifs’ Courts in suits for 
of conjugal rights. the restitution of conjugal rights has produced a 
great sensation in the country. Such suits are 

mostly instituted by the poorer and lower classes of society. If, therefore, 
unsifs are not allowed to dispose of them, very great confusion must arise. 


Sept. 2nd, 1904. 
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‘ 


refuses to live with him, be compelled to go to the District Judge’s Court for 
redress, the heavy expenditure and other inconveniencés must deter him from 
making any such attempt. A few days ago a Munsif in the Noakhali district 
refused to entertain a petition for the restitution of conjugal rights, and the 
plaintiff addreseed the Court thus: “If Your Honour will not accept my 
petition, it will be impossible for me to go to sadar, and I shall find it very 
difficult to live with my young wife.” 

It is to be hoped that Government and the High Court will see: that poor 
people are saved from the difficulty in which they are now placed. 


29. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the 3rd September says that the 
The Calentta High Court. Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court has gone 


home a week before the Durga Puja holidays 
commenced, leaving his office vacant. As a rule, the post of the Chief Justice 
cannot remain vacant, but no one has yet been appointed to it, though under 
the rules Justice Chandra Madhab Ghose, being the senior Judge, should 
have filled up the vacancy. Are we to say that the Government has left 
the post vacant because of the colour question? As the late Sir Romesh 
Chandra Mitra occupied that place on a previous occasion, why has the Govern- 
ment broken its own rule? : 
30. Referring to the case in which the Deputy Magistrate of Rampur Hat 
: in the Birbhum district paid to a chaukidar Rs. 46 
aa of in spite of an injunction issued by the Ist Munsif 
er of the place against such payment, the Daily 
Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 7th September says that Criminal Courts are bound 
to obey the orders of Civil Courts. The former have no right to question 
the propriety or justice of such orders. Arbitrary and illegal conduct like the 
above on the part of Deputy Magistrates serves to lower the prestige of Civil 
Courts. The attention of the Lieutenant-Governor is drawn to the matter. 


If a poor man, whose wife, through the machinations of mischief-makers, 


(d)—Education. 


31. The Rangalay | Calcutta] of the 28th August has the following :— 

here is a revolution in the Education Depart- 

, Piccod ry scheme of vernaculat ment, and the Director, Mr. Pedler, is the leader 
of this revolution. We do not know what myste- 

rious influence he exercises upon Government, so as to make it oblivious of 
its cherished educational policy. It is proposed that Bengali boys should 
study their mother-tongue up to their thirteenth year and then commence the 
study of English. Even those of our countrymen who are for the introduction 
of this system fail to comprehend what Mr. Pedler is driving at. The scheme 
will have the effect of frustrating both its avowed objects, namely, the teaching 
of the vernacular as well as the teaching of English. It ought to be a matter 
for serious consideration how far it 1s desirable that boys should, before they 
join a high school, study arithmetic and:geography in their mother-tongue to 
any great extent. The effect of overburdening tender boys with numberless 
text-books on various subjects will be to prevent them from making any 


headway in English literature, and most of them will be unable to go up for 
the Entrance oa -It is out of pure 2id that Mr. Pedler wants to 
place such a heavy load of books upon the shoulders of young boys. The 
rotests of the country have gone for nothing, and Government, led by 
r. Pedler, is laying the axe at the root of education in this country. 
What can be the remedy? Some good may be expected if His Honour 
the Lieutenant-Governor can be convinced of the mischievous character of 
the changes by Hon’ble Members of the Bengal Council. It is to be hoped 


that the Hon’ble Babus Nalin Behari Sarkar and Ambika Charan Mazumdar 
will take up the question. 


32. The Swades Hitaisht [Rangpur] of the 3lst August complains that the 


The new scheme of education. new scheme of education was inaugurated by 


Mr. Pedler with undue haste. It would have been 
better if he had first prepared the teachers for their new work and then 


gradually introduced the new system. Under the present state of things the 
teachers are utterly ignorant of the subjects they are to teach. The Deputy 
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Inspectors and the Sub-Inspectors of Schools are assumed to be adepts 
-, their work after only a month’s course, both practical and theoretical, 
at the training school. Similarly, for the teachers of the model schools a 
month’s study at the training school is being thought sufficient to teach 
them their work. No provision has been made for the training in the new 
system of the teachers of the aided and the non-aided schools, although these 
two descriptions of schools form the vast majority of educational institutions 
‘n this country. Arrangements should be made to give the benefit of a course 
‘1 the training school to teachers of these schools also. Mr. Pedler should 
not have overlooked their case. At present the supply @f passed teachers from 
the training school is not equal to the demand. Many schools have advertised 
for such teachers and even written to the Head-Master of the training school, 
but without effect. 
33. The Nihkar [Contai] of the 6th September has the following :— 
Government wants educational reform. In 
inaugurating the new scheme Government ought 
to begin in such a way as to avoid all risk of failure, and all the arrangements 
should be as perfect as possible. (1) The money spent on this object should be 
adequate according to the standard of the European countries, and properly 
qualified teachers should be obtained who will demonstrate the superiority of 
the new system of instruction to the old. (2. The teachers in the schools 
under direct Government control should be thoroughly well trained. | (3) High 
class aided schools should have their grants-in-aid increased to enable them to 
begin work on the new system. (4) For the training of the teachers of 
the middle class schools, the existing normal schools should be improved. 
(5) Teachers trained in these normal schools should gradually prepare the gurus 
of the primary schools for their work. | 
These are the points which should first be attended to. All these things 
need not have been taken in hand at once: attempting to do so many things 
is sure to lead to financial difficulties. Government * already taken action as 
regards some of these points, and also about some other points not mentioned 
above ; but for the most part these measures seem open to objection. 
34, The Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the 1st September says that the order 
a which the Inspector-General of Civil Hospitals, 
ne Campbell Medicai School Bengal, has passed in relation to the Campbell 
Medical School affair makes no mention of 
Dr. Carltor, the Deputy Superintendent of the school, many of whose mis- 
doings were complained of by the students of the school. Will Dr. Carlton, 
then, go unpunished ? 
30. The Rangpur Variavaha [Rangpur] of the 2nd September says that 
i es eek kd aoe it 1s pure 27d which actuates Mr. Pope, the 
ine = ttt S:~Ssé« Manage of the Trajhat Ward’s Estate, in not 
vacating the building occupied by him, for the 
use of the Tajhat School. The order of the Divisional Commissioner in this 
matter was not at all wise. Itissaid that Mr. Pope is personally acquainted 
with His Honour Sir Andrew Fraser, and that therefore even the Commissioner 
is unwilling to say anything against his high-handed doings. The Maharani 
of Tajhat is sorry to see the miserable plight of the Tajhat High School in 
which her husband, the late Maharaja, took so much interest. It is to be 
hoped that His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor will direct that the building 
may be allowed to be used for school purposes. 
36. The Aitavadi [Calcutta] of the 2nd September says that many 
a ae ea vernacular text-books are, for some unknown reason 
and by some bidden influence, introduced in schvols 
roval by the Text-book Committee. The Kindergarten 


The new scheme Of education. 


even before their “pp 


Keli Padavali (the Kindergarten Action Songs), by Yogindra Nath Mukharji, 
18 an instance of such a text-book. The book has already run into a second 
etition, nay would perhaps have been reprinted for the ninth time, if the 
ext-book Committee had approved of it earlier: Can anybody say by what 
means this book got introduced in schools ? 
As for the merits of the book, the subjects it treats of are silly in the 
extreme and its poetry simply wretched. ‘I'he author sets the tunes for his 
songs, and asks the teachers to learn vocal music in order to be able to teach 


NIHARB, 
Sept. 6th, 1904. 


SANJIVANL 
Sept. Ist, 1904. 


RaNGPUR 
VaRTAVAHA, 


Sept. 2nd, 1904. 


HitTaVaDI, 
Sept. 2nd, 1904. 


—_ 


mae Rae ose. 
OF AM RS Re TN Seige utS eT ens 
ms . 


rs mo a ape wn 
Cee ee ee 
oo ee eee 


BasvuMATI, 
Sept. 3rd, 1904. 


( 844 


his book properly. Alas! forthe poor teachers, especially for those of them 
who are advanced in years, as they will have not only to learn how to sip 
but also how to dance to the accompaniment of their music. The book . 
indeed, worthy of the system which has been newly introduced. 
37. The Basumati [Calcutta] of the 3rd September writes as follows:— 


It is not right to do anything in secret. 

Pas od a = Whenever anything is desired to be done in secret, 

| there must be something wrong at the bottom 

And we regret that in the Education Department the desire for secrecy has 

become very strong. In going to do everything in secret, the Education 

Department is doing mischief both to the authors of text-books and to 
schoolboys. 

It is true the Text-book Committee exists for the purpose of selecting the 

text-books that are fit to be read by boys of a tender age. But the text-books 


_ that are submitted by authors for the approval of that Committee are not 


submitted directly to it, but are, in the first instance, examined by ‘experts’ 
appointed by the Director of Public Instruction, and are then, if approved by 
the ‘experts,’ placed before the T’ext-book Committee. Books which are 


disapproved by the ‘experts’ are not at all submitted to the Committee for 


opinion. 


We have nothing to say against the Text-book Committee, because its 
members are all men possessed of wisdom, sound judgment and fitness for 
the office they fill. But who are these ‘experts?’ And why is the Director 
so unwilling to give out their names? What objection can there be to his 
allowing the public to judge whether the men whom he regards as ‘experts’ 
are really competent men or not? Wedonot want to know which ‘ expert’ 
examines what clsss of books. But why should we not be allowed to tell the 
Director if there are among the ‘experts’ men who are not fit to be regarded 
as such, in consequence of their ignorance of the vernacular or their want of 
judgment or their not possessing the requisite learning? Moreover, how can 
it be possible for authors to submit quietly to the decision of men about whose 
qualifications they know nothing? It is to be hoped, therefore, that the 
Director will soon publish the names of his ‘ experts. ’ 

Much confusion also prevails in the appointment of the courses for the 
scholarship examinations, It is observed that bad text-books are receiving 
very great encouragement. Government’s object was to abolish the monopoly 
in text-books which some authors enjoyed and encourage all good authors. 
But that noble object is not being fulfilled. Courses for the scholarship 
examinations have been published thrice since the introduction of the new 
scheme. But every time more consideration has been shown to authors who 
previously enjoyed patronage than has been shown to new authors. In the 
course of the last three years some very good text-books have been included 
in their approved list by the Text-book Committee. These books found a 
place in the list of approved text-books published in January last, but the 
names of many of them -are not found in the list published in the Calcutia 
Gazette of the 17th August last. _Three years ago, when the new scheme was 
introduced, the Text-book Committee approved of three geographies and two 
histories for the upper primary class. These books have been appointed 
text-books for three consecutive years, although in the meantime two more 
geographies have been added by the Text-book Committee to the list of 
approved text-books. ‘The same also holds good as regards the Lower Primary 
Science Reader. Sahitya Path, by Prasanna Chandra Vidyaratna, has been 
appointed course for the Middle Scholarship Examination for three consecutive 
years, although many better books have, in the meantime, been approved by 
the Text-book Committee. The Committee have approved of six English 
Readers for the sixth standard of the vernacular schools, five of which are 
written by natives and one by a European. The book written by the Kuropean 
has been appointed course in all the nine divisions of the province this year. 
What was then the use of including in the list of approved text-books the five 
books by natives? What injustice greater than this can be committed? 

Is it right for the Director of Public Instruction thus to ignore the claims 
of approved books which are superior to those selected by him on the advice 
of his ‘experts?’ Does not his action in this respect constitute an insult to 
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the Text-book Committee? And how is it that the members of that Committee, 
too, silently put up with such treatment ? 
We implore the Director to set matters right in all these respects and to 
ublish the names of the ‘ experts’ who advise him in the selection of text- 
books. It is our firm belief that justice will not be done to authors so long 
as the work is carried on secretly with the help of ‘experts.’ The Text-book 
Committee should be to the Director what the Buards of Studies are to the 
University, that is to say, it should be empowered not only to approve text- 


buoks but also to appoint courses. 
ee 38. In ere 90 to the proposed college at Ranchi, the Bharat Mitra 


_ [Calcutta] of the 8rd September observes that from 
The proposed college at Ranchi. the sanitary point of view, the proposal is, of 

course, a very wise one, but it is feared the attendance is not likely to be large ; 

besides, the place may prove comparatively expensive. 

39, The Chinsura Vartavaha ——— of the 4th September complains 

of the food supplied to the students of the Moslem 
boarding-house attached to the Hooghly College. 
One student writes to say that one day recently a 
distinguished visitor came to inspect the boarding-house and inquire into the 
students’ complaints about the food supplied to them, On that particular day 
fowl-curry was laid on the table, and the Superintendent of the boarding- 
house pointed out this fact to the visitor as a proof of the utter groundlessness 
of the complaints made. But for the seven days after this the poor fellows 
had to be content only with boiled potatoes. 

40. The Swadcsi [Barisal] of the 6th September calls attention to the 
urgent need of a hostel for the Hindu students of 
Barisal. The number of available houses in that 
town is too small to allow of the students’ forming 
“ messes” of theirown. And, moreover, even if such ‘* messes” could be easily 
formed, they would still be undesirable, for the members of these “‘ messes ”’ 
enjoy unrestricted liberty of movement. Yetif a young man is to avoid the 
temptations of a town life, there should be somebody to control him, and this 
control can be best exercised by his teachers. For this purpose a separate 
boarding-house is necessary, apart from the existing ‘‘ messes,” It should be 
conducted in such a way that guardians would feel safe to trust their wards to 
its keeping. Such a hostel can be built either by the munificence of an 
individual zamindar or by raising subscriptions from the general public. The 
Moslem boys have their own boarding, and it is disgraceful that the Hindu 
community, far more numerous and influential, should still go without one. 

41. The Mitavaria | Calcutta] of the 4th September says that the order 

The Calcutta University. under which candidates for the B. A. Examination of 
ts 1905 will have to come to Calcutta for practical 
examination in chemistry will cause inconvenience to many. 

42, A correspondent of the Daily Hilavadi [Calcutta] of the 5th September 
complains of the want of any arrangements for 
punkha-pulling in the class rooms of the Victoria 
College, Comilla. The students at the time of admission were made to pay an 
extra rupee per head as punkha-fee, but as yet no punkha-pulling has begun. 
lhe students represented their grievance to the Principal, but without avail. 
The weather for the last few days has been very hot in that town, and as the 
roof of the college building is made of corrugated iron, the sufferings of the 
students at midday may be better imagined than described. 

I'he same correspondent further announces that a report is current locally 
_ the college is going to be raised to the status of a first-grade college, and 
bg ion prcerenams, Babu Ananda Chandra Roy, has received the co-operation of 
t aharaja of Tippera for this purpose. His Highness, it is said, has offered 
a lump sum of Rs. 10,000 and a recurring grant of Rs. 500 a year, 


The Moslem students’ board- 
ing-house, Houghly College. 


A boarding-house for Hindu 
students at Barisal. 


The Victoria College, Comilla. 


(e)— Local Sclf-Government and Municipal Administration. 


43. A correspondent of the Sanjivani [Calcutta] of the let September says 
that every year the water of the river Betrabati in 
the Jessore district is made extremely unwholesome 
by the steeping of jute in it by cultivators. This 


Steeping of jute in a river in 
the Jessore district. 
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causes great scarcity of drinking water in Sankarpur, Bagurhi and oth 
villages in spite of an ample a of natural wutec. "The District Magistrate 
and the Deputy Magistrate of Bongong are every year petitioned in the matter 
but with little or no effect. Everything is hushed up by bribing the police, 
The help of the Bengal Government is necessary for an effectual prohibition of 
the practice as regards that river and its feeder khals. The cultivators should be 
compelled to make excavations with high banks in their fields for the purpose 
of steeping jute. 
KHULNA, 44, I'he Khulna [Khulna] of the Ist September objects to the 
eta dvoterinary infirm. CStablishment of a ibe ye ny’ infirmary at Khulna 
aryforKbuln. SS Ss« tt the joint expense of the local Municipality, the 
District Board and the Government. Such an insti- 
tution is unnecessary, as no horses or cattlo are used in this district or imported 
into it from outside. The local cattle are only used for domestic purposes, and 
contagious diseases like glanders or farcy rarely appear among them. In the 
town of Khulna itself the few horses that are found belong to the hackney- 
carriage owners or to the fewwealthy Indians or Europeans who keep 
carriages, 

The money which it is proposed to spend on an infirmary for animals 
would be much better spent on a new charitable dispensary. There is no such 
dispensary in existence on the north side of the Bhairab, within eight or ten 
miles of the sadar station. The inhabitants of Chafdanimahal, Senhati and other 
villages feel it a great inconvenience to have to go to the Daulatpur dispensary, 
as they have to cross the river for this purpose. Their difficulties are ipocially 
aggravated during the rains, when the river is swollen, and the need for medical 
relief is greater, that being the malaria season, A charitable dispensary which 
would serve these villages is therefore urgently needed. Again; pure milk, and 

ghee and butter of good quality are obtainable in abundance and at cheap prices 
all over the district. No justification can therefore be offered for the opening 
of a dairy farm at the expense of the District Board, the Municipality and 
the Government. 


KRISHNANAGAR, 45. The Krishnanagar [ Navadvip | of the 2nd September points out that the 


Sept. 2nd, 1904. 7 oe country about Navadvip is all under water — 
mime in Nava: to a rise in the level of the river. The municipa 
) privies of that town have thereby become quite 
unfit for use. The poorer people are therefore compelled to resort to the 
jungle-lands in the suburbs, which still remain above water, to answer calls of 
nature. But the police are always on the lookout for any breaches of Act V, 
aud very keen about arresting all such offenders. Jt is to be hoped that 
Babu Arun Kumar Bose, the Deputy Magistrate in charge of the Navadvip 
Municipality, will consider the difficult position of the townspeople and make 
some suitable arrangement, 

sr 46. The Mithir-o-Sudhatar [Calcutta] of the 2nd September remarks that 

Sept. 2nd, . 


The Santipar Municipality. much yet remains to be dove to complete the 


necessary conservancy arrangements and other 
matters in the Santipur Municipality, and it would not be wise to make over 
the management of the Municipality to the Commissioners at present. ‘Ihe 
administration of the Municipality should remain with Government for two 
years more. 


BuaRat Mitra, 47, Referring to the happy termination of the strike by the Marwari 


* Sept. 8rd, 1904, Sie iad aad merchants of Barabazar, the Bharat Mitra (Cal- 


cutta] of the 8rd September ascribes it to the 
influence of the English merchants, who could not do any business owing to the 


strike of the Marwaris, and therefore raised a hue and cry which produced the 
above result. 

But the Marwari leaders, says the same paper, quite forgot one thing, and 
that is to obtain the release of Kedar Nath, the = cook who has been charged 


with assault on the municipal peon, through the influence of the Englishmen 
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(sahebs). 
When everything has been settled, why should there be a case against 
him (Kedarnath)? If the man is punished, where would be the prestige of the 


Marwaris or their Chamber of Commerce? Why was the question about him 
not settled in the meeting ? 


~ 
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48. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 4th September draws attention to the 
oppression by the Calcutta Municipality in the case 
Oppression by the Calcutta of a gentleman of No. 97, College Street, who was 
Municipelty. prosecuted by # Municipal Inspector for using 
unfiltered water and sentenced by the Municipal Magistrate to an exvessive 
punishment without recording his deposition and evidence, and goes on to 
remark, “Will not such unjust officers be satisfied till they have forced the loyal 
Indian subjects into rebellion ? ” 


(f )—Questims affectsng the land. 


49, A correspondent of the Sanjivani (Calcutta} of the 1st September 
writes as follows :— 
Dissensions in the Bhewal After the demise of Raja Rajendra Narayan 
eae Ray of Bhawal, his widow and executrix managed 
the estate for some years with great ability. But when the sons of the late 
Raja attained their majority, the eldest of them, Kumar Ranendra Narayan 
Ray, got Mr. H. ag ed appointed as the manager of the estate. Mr. Meyer 
very soon began to dismiss the old and_ trustworthy officers of the estate and 
appoint his own men in their places. The Rani objected to this, but she was 
not heeded. She then tried to get Mr. Meyer dismissed and a better man 


appointed in his place. Mr. Meyer first tried to win over the Rani to his side 
with the help of Mr. Rankin, the District Magistrate of Dacca, but failing 
to do so, persuaded the eldest Kumar to apply to the Government for 
bringing the estate under the Court of Wards. ‘The Rani is now at Dacca, 


trying to establish her right to manage the estate. The two younger Kumars 
are obedient to her will. 


(9)—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


50. A correspondent of the Rangalay {Calcutta] of the 28th August 
ial iil : complains that ae —- - the — r- = 
_, The condition of | village roads Singti Sibpur, Gaja, Itarai, Pearpur and Uday 
— Reiveser Wines is te Mecahiy distiles fe 
miserable. The whole country appears to be submerged under water and 
the sufferings of the poor are indescribable. The road-cess and the chauki- 
dari-tax are, as usual, being realised with great rigour, but the village 
roads are not at all cared for, and are full of mud and jungle. 
d1. The Medini Bandhav [Midnapore | of the 31st August complains that 
the carriages provided by the Bengal-Nagpur 
Noone le ay the Bengal- Railway for their train which runs between Midna- 


pore and Khargpur are leaky. The accident at 
Keleghai should convince the authorities of the risk of using damaged cars like 


the above. 

__ The same paper also complains of the conduct of the Railway Police at 
Midnapore on the 29th August last. It is alleged that when the Bombay 
mail train arrived at that station on that day it was raining heavily, The 


HITavARTA, 
Aug. 4th, 1904. 


SaNJIVANI, 
Sept. Ist, 1904. 


RANGALAY, 
Aug. 28th, 1904: 


MEDINI BANDHAV, 
Aug. 3lst, 1904. 


passengers who alighted there wished to wait on the platform till the downpour — 


abated before going on to their destinations. But the police would not allow 


of their dving so, and turned them out by force then and there. They would 
not even allow anybody to wait inside the waiting-room. 


02. A correspondent of the Mihir-o-Sudhakar [Calcutta] of the 2nd muini-o-svpmakar, 
Wanted a bridge in the Nadi, ~CPtember says that some twenty years ago a Sept. tnd, 1904, 


district. bridge on the road between Kumarkhali in the 

Nadia district and Pabna was washed away by a 
flood into the Chainangata 0:7, one and-a-half miles north of Kumarkhali, A 
wooden bridge constructed at the place by Government was also washed away 
in the same year, and it has never been reconstructed. The road is the 
principal trade route in this part of the country and commands all sorts of traftic 
ona large scale. But the want of the above bridge causes great inconvenience 
to traffic. An enquiry into the matter will prove the trut*: of this statement. 
Besides this, the owners of the lands along the Chainangata 67 realise annas 


3 or 4 from every cart passing over them. At night fishermen’s carts are 
regularly plundered. 


Howrai HITaisal, 
Sept. 3rd, 1904. 


DaILY HitavaDIl, 
Sept. 6th, 1904. 
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53. A correspondent of the Howrah Hitaishi fHowrah) of the 3rd Septem. 


ber complains that, in spite of all agitation on the 
a of Rae Hag: subject, the improvement of Kulgachi station op 
Raiwer. ogee the Bengal-Nagpur Railway is still as far off as 
ever. This is the chief of the flag-stations on the 
line, and as it serves villages for seven or eight miles around it, there is always a 
large number of passengers assembled at the station when each train is due to 
start. And yet there is neither a platform nor any waiting accommodation 
provided. This is practically forbidding all travelling by females, specially 
those of the respectable classes. 
54. Referring to the proposed creation of a Railway Board and of a new 
pate i ce age Pre agg " bee Government of 
oposed creation of a : way India, the Datly -Aitavadi [Calcutta] of the 6th 
Board snd + Commercial Deper- ‘September observes:— 
A correspondent of the Zimes calls upon the 
Indian people to rejoice at this announcement. We understand that the pro. 
posed Board will be constituted out of specially experienced and able men. 
They will travel over lines all over the country and remove any inconvenience 
wherever it may be found to exist, This, of course, is excellent in theory and 
highly reassuring at first sight. But what will these inspections be worth? 
Take the example set by the other officials of Government. They enjoy them- 
selves in the beautiful heights of Simla and rely for their information about the 
|v emee of famine upon the reports of chaukidars. The Viceroys and 
ieutenant-Governors when they go out on tour to see things for themselves 
have no eyes for anything except the Deodar branches, the flags, and the 
flowers (gathered for their reception), and find time for no other visitors except 
the European officials and two or three of the biggest zamindars. Such bein 
our experience of official tours in India, is there any expectation that the 
members of the Railway Board will see for themselves the inconveniences of 
the third-class railway passengers? How will they attend to their complaints 
about the cars provided, about the arrangements for the supply of refreshments 
and drinking water, about waiting-room accommodation, and the inconveniences 
to which they are subjected when buying tickets? And, above all, how will 
they come to know the greatest railway grievance of all—the ill-treatment by 
the European employés of the native passengers? ‘The members of the Board 
will travel in reserved first-class cars, with their own arrangements for dining, 
and receive at every station the humble salutations of the Station-Master and 
other railway officials. Enjoying such ease and receiving such respectful 
welcome as they do, is there not a risk of their forgetting the miseries of the 
poor Indian third-class passenger? And unless the lot of the third-class 
passenger is to be improved, there is absolutely no justification for the creation 
of this Board in the eyes of the native public. 


- 


Then there is the proposal to create a Commercial Department of the 
Government of India. By this proposal also the native public cannot expect to 
benefit much. The only interest they have in the matter is that some of them 
will be provided for as clerks in the new office on Rs. 20 or Rs. 25 a month. 
The real commerce of India is entirely in the hands of foreign merchants and 
of Government. ‘The Government, far from encouraging the people to improve 
their commerce, has all along thwarted at every step their efforts in this direc- 
tion. The various industries in this country have languished only for want of 
proper assistance by the officials. India was famous for her cloth-making 
industry even sixty or seventy years ago, but that industry is now pesction’y 
extinct. Thanks to Free Trade, the Indian markets are now flooded with goods 
‘¢made in Austria” and ‘‘raade in Japan.” What reason then can the Indians 
now have to rejoice if a Commercial Department is created? If the correspon- 
dent of the Times had realised the real condition of the people of India, he 
would never have called upon them to rejoice on this occasion. The people of 
India know nothing as to whose commerce this is, and whose department this 18 
going to be. The proposal does not affect them in the leust. 

The f llowing will serve as an illustration of the foregoing criticisms: — 

The East Indian Railway does a large business in the carriage of coal from 
the Raniganj fields. This Company is owned by Government, and Government 
has ruled that those who send over a certain fixed amount of coal every month by 
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is ral ‘ll receive a commission from the railway. This minimum has 
woke mf hy “high a quantity as to exclude the native mine-owners from 
profiting by this concession, and to confine its benefit only to the European 
proprietors. In effect the European thus pays less freight for the carriage of 
his coal than the native. The astute Government professes that it makes no 
distinction between white and black, but acts like these belie its professions. If 
the Government were really impartial and desirous of benefiting its subjects, 
the native mine-owner who is poor would have a better claim on its help than 
“ Take pour similar case. Like the East Indian Railway in the matter of 
coal, the Eastern Bengal State Railway does a large carrying business in jute. 
But the largest consignees are mostly trade firms. ‘The European houses engaged 
in the trade confine their dealings to small quantities of the article, If in this case 
a commission like that offered to the coal producers had been offered to the jute 
consignees, the parties who would have benefited would have been natives, 
although the minimum had been fixed at ever so high an amount. But for the 
very reason that only natives would profit by such a concession, no such com- 
mission is allowed as a matter of fact. Worse still, the jute traders are 
subjected to petty harassments, as for instance by the rule which requires that 
every bale of jute should be of the same weight. Where such is the distinction 
that is made between the European and the Indian by Government, where is 
the hope that will lead us to rejoice at the creation of a Commercial 
Department ? 


(h)— General. 


£5. Referring to the proposal of establishing an Agricultural Association 
in Calcutta, the Rangalay (Calcutta] of the 28th 
The proposed Provincial Agri- August says :— 

ee It is an excellent proposal, no doubt. But if 
instruction is sought to be imparted merely by means of books and oral teach- 
ing, no good will result. The illiterate cultivators will not profit by such 
teaching. Arrangements for giving practical training should be made. Sir 
Andrew Fraser deserves our thanks for his noble desire to improve the con- 
dition of the poor people of this country by the establishment of an Agricul- 
tural Association. We are as yet ignorant of the method which will be 

followed in establishing the Association. 

In this connection we desire to say that if the schools under the proposed 
Association be manned exclusively a European teachers, as has been done 
in the Pusa College, the result will never be satisfactory. Europeans, however 
experienced they may be, can never have the same knowledge of the people 
and the soil of this country as is possessed by the people themselves. We 
think that the number of Bengalis proficient in agriculture is by no means 
small, When Babu Jaykristo Mukerji tried to effect agricultural improvement 
in his zamindari, he found many Bengalis well versed in agricultural science, 
The cultivators in the Hooghly and Burdwan districts, though they are 
ignorant of scientific methods, possess other useful knowledge and rare skill 
in the selection of the proper soil, rearing of seedlings, etc. Europeans can 
never be expected to have the same proficiency in these matters. Experi- 
mental farms should be opened in connection with agricultural schools, and all 

these should be placed under the charge of Bengali teachers and Superin- 

tendents. One or two European teachers may be employed at the outset. 

Men like Babus Trailkoyanath Mukerji and Nritya Gopal Mukerji, who 

went to Europe to learn agriculture, should be employed, if any good results 

are desired. We are sure His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor will not 

grudge any expenditure for the welfare of the Bengal cultivator. We wish 
His Honour’s project all success. 

56, Referring to the conference held at Belvedere to inaugurate a 

Provincial Agricultural Association for Bengal, the 

Assreiatin eros Agricultural Gj Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika 

r Bengal. 
{ Calcutta] of the 31st August observes :— 

It is an excellent proposal. We have for a long time past been suggesting 
that the impovement of agriculture in Bengal should be taken up on the lines 
which have proved so successful in the Central Provinces. We are therefore 


RaNGALAY, 
Aug. 28th, 1904, 


Sri Sri VisHnu 
PRIYa-0O-ANANDA 
BazaR PaTRika, 


Aug, 3lst, 1904, 
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exceedingly glad to see that His Honour has acted just in the way pointed out 
May the Giver of all Good give success to this project. 
57. The Hitavadi (Calcutta ] of the 2nd September thanks the Lieutenant. 
re _ Governor of Bengal for his noble endeavours to 
Prd ig emo ~ ovincial Agri- gstablish an Agricultural Association in this 
province, and says that if he succeeds, even ing 
small degree, in ameliorating the condition of the poor Bengali cultivator, his 
name will be gratefully remembered by the Bengalis for ever. 
58, Referring to the abolition of competitive examinations for appoint. 
ie - ments to the Provincial and Subordinate Ciyj] - 
ggg of competitive exam- Services, the Burdwan Sanjivani [ Burdwan] of the 
30th August observes :— 
Hithert> the Deputy Magistrates used to be recuited in two ways: (1) one 
or two posts used to be given to those who held the highest places in a 
separate examination which used to be held for the purpose, and (2) the 
majority of the posts used to be filled by Government’s own nominees, It ig 
now announced that this separate examination will be discontinued and that 
Government will select the candidates from among those who stand first, 
or second, or third or fourth and so on, in the University examinations, In 
addition, it will still retain its old power of appointing anybody whom it 
considers fit, irrespective of his position at any examination whatever. 
There is a big agitation going on in the country now over this question. 
We, however, see nothing in this change to object to. Wedo not consider that 
the country will in any way be seriously injured by the abolition of the Deputy 
Magistrateship examinations. The nomination system will continue as before. 
Government will still appoint anybody whom it considers fit to discharge the 
duties of his office. It is only the separate examination which was held to 
select some of the Deputy Magistrates that is henceforth to be discontinued, 
And under the new system the selection would be guided by the position of the 
candidates at the University examinations ; so there can be no reasonable ground 
of fear. A fit class of men will still be selected. Why then should we blame 
Government for its action in this matter? One should consider that under the 
old system, where only two or three of the candidates proved successful, two or 
three hundred others had to undergo disappointment and failure. With the 
abolition of the separate examinations, the suspense and disappointment which 
almost all the candidates appearing at these examinations had to undergo, will 


--also disappear. On this ground we think any further agitation on this question 


ill-advised. Moreover, our howlings will not be heeded by Government, and 
will produce no effect on its actions. We consider that the new rule which 
Government has promulgated is an improvement on the old one. Only a 
sufferer can realise the immense evil of appearing at a multiplicity of examina- 
tions; nobody else can. 
59. In reference to the circular relating to the selection of candidates 
for the Subordinate Civil Service, the Bharat 
Abolition of competitive exami- Ayitra [Calcutta] of the 3rd September observes :— 
nations. ° ° ° 
No particular pass is now required to enter Govern- 
ment service. All that is now required is recommendation and flattery. So 
there will be great fun before the District Magistrates this year. 
60. The Burdwan Sanjivani [Burdwan] of the 30th August observes that 
it is the good fortune of the people of Burdwan to 
The Judge, the Magistrate, and possess just now three excellent officers as the 


So olice, of heads of the Judicial, Executive and Police Depart 
ments. 

The District Judge is Mr. Platel. Although young in years, he possesses 
all the qualities of a veteran and experienced Judge which it is possible to 
imagine. He is cool, cautious, learned in the law, and desirous of dealing out 
impartial justice. He has never been heard to speak a rude word to the vakils, 
or the amia, or the suitors. He is very polite and courteous. His judgments 
give satisfaction to both parties in a suit. He has recently been ill, and had 
to absent himself from his duties. The local public were afraid that he — 
consider the place unhealthy and try for a transfer elsewhere. During 
illness the Burdwan public sincerely prayed for his recovery. Their prayers 
have been heard and he has been able to rejoin his Court. It is the sincere 


( 851 ) 


wish of the people of Burdwan that he may long contirue to preside over 
a. Magistrate and Collector of the District is Mr. O’Brien, His one 
apparent aim in life is to seek to increase the happiness and diminish the 
crows of the people committed to his charge. He is a strong hater of all 
forms of injustice, and is always eager to remove the complaints and grievances 
of the public. The slightest intimation given by anybody suffering from any 
wrong is enough to draw his attention to it. He is mature in years, experience 
and learning. He keeps a keen eye on the criminals and offenders of the 
district. He is particularly anxious to protect helpless people from all sorts of 
oppression. Many Magistrates are seen who support the police both in their 
good and bad acts. Mr. O’Brien is an exception to this rule. The police, if 
they commit any oppression, do not escape punishment at his hands. To 
remove the wants of the district, to advance its interests in all ways, to prevent 
oppretsion,—these are the guiding maxims of this officer. The Burdwan po 
must be indeed fortunate to have got an official like him as disposer of their 
destinies. They pray that a may be granted to him to enable him to 
inue discharging his onerous duties. 
_ The Segeclasauden! of the District Police is Mr. J. V. Ryan, LL.p., 
Barrister-at-law. It is doubtful if there is any other officer in the Police Depart- 
ment possessing such titles. Mr. Ryan well knows what his duties are, and 
how those duties ought to be discharged. Thesubordinate officers of the police 
commit a good deal of oppression on the poorer classes, and if the District 
Superintendent is at their back, they get absolutely beyond restraint. In the 
recent Police Administration Report, the Inspector-General has stated for the 
information of the Lieutenant-Governor that the town chaukidars are a class 
of oppressive men. This was well known to the public long ago. It is to be 
hoped that Mr. Ryan will see to this complaint. For he himself is versed in 


the law, and is always careful to see that nothing is done by the police against 
the law. 


61. The Sri Sri Vishnu Priya-o-Ananda Bazar Patrika [Calcutta] of the 
31st August observes :— 

The theory that malaria is propagated by the 
anopheles mosquito is now commonly accepted by medical men, iucluding the 
Civil Surgeons of districts in Bengal. In the opinion of these people, therefore, 
if the spread of malaria in this country is to be arrested, the race of mosquitoes 
must be exterminated. We take the unquestioned acceptance of this theory by 
so many medical men as one more illustration of the tendency sometimes 
exhibited even by really educated scientists to swim with the current of 
the times. 

From time to time Government has felt itself compelled to take steps with 
the purpose of ridding the country of this pest, but they have been very feeble 
and halting. But as a Civil Surgeon assured us in private conversation, now 
that this bad theory has been officially accepted, ‘‘ malaria has lost its terrors.” 
For what now remained to be done was simply to destroy the mosquito race 
altogether. 

We, however, doubted all along if it was really possible in actual practice 
to bring about such a total destruction of mosquitoes. The following passage 


. a recent Government report on this question only confirms our previous 
ideas : — 


_ “On the whole, therefore, it would appear that the results of the present experiment 


Were distinctly avainst the employment of anti-mosquito measures as a practical means of 
combating malaria in such a cantonment as Mian Mir.” 


a, practice, everywhere the same conclusion will be found to prevail. 
That the malaria poison is specially to be found in the anopheles mosquito, is a 
fact which haa been observed~only by Major Ross and his supporters. The 
majority of medical men have not yet found any confirmation of this theory in 
their own experience. 

For instance, there are lots of anopheles mosquitoes to be found in the 
precincts of our office, as was proved by one of Major Ross’s own men. 
But none of the. em loyés of that office have yet suffered from malaria, 
although they use nities mosquito-curtains nor quinine. 


Government and malaria. 
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62. The Bikar Bandhu [Bankipur] of the 1st September has the 
His Majesty's speech from tho following ag 
Throne. In the speech from the Throne His Majesty 
expressed his satisfaction at the arrival of the Tibet Mission at Lhassa, at the 
friendly relations with other Powers, etc. His Majesty was also glad that the 
ower of self-government was given to the Boers. This is all very well, but 
is Majesty did not speak a single word about the political rights of Hig 
Majesty’s Indian subjects. 
63. The Sanjtvani [Calcutta] of the 1st September writes as follows:— 
: Some time ago Lord Curzon threw out a 
_ ae La-¥ apr og Euro. challenge in the Supreme Legislative Council 
saying, ‘‘ Will anyone tell me in the face of these 
figures that our administration is unduly favourable to the European or 
grudging to the native element?” We shall quote figures to show that 
although the native element is favoured with posts on small salaries, the 
European and Eurasian element monopolises all the higher posts. 


Forest DEPARTMENT. 


Posts on salarves varying from Rs, 200 to Rs. 1,000. 


Year. 1867. | 1903. 


Number of posts 46 273 


Europeans... 41 + 166 


Hindus ... 


Musalmans 


° 
z 
ono 
z 
i 


Posts on salaries above Rs. 1,000. 


Year. | 1867. | 1897. 


Number of posts 4 24 | 


Europeans... 23 | 


— 


Hindus — eee 


—eaes, 


Musalmans 


Eurasians ... | 
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REvENVE DEPARTMENT. 


Posts on salaries varying from Rs. 200 to Rs, 1,000. 


en nl 
Year. 1867. | 1877. | 1887. | 1897. | 1903. 

- taal of posts we | 1,869 | 1,503 1,568 | 1,832 | wor 
‘ter me | 21 | 059 ad | 528 | 583 
pe 1 66 | 53 | 90 | . 

a a. 586 | e | 940 : 1,082 
acaba as ove | 156 192 | 203 279 | 289 


Posts on salaries above Rs. 1,000. 


oe —————————— 


Year. 1867. 1877. 1887. | 1908, 
Number of posts... | 164 288 282 | 278 
asi vine | ~ 288 | 268 259 
Eurasians | * 5 
Hindus ... | we | vue | 10 | 14 
eS re ee a 


General Depariment.—In 1867 there were 124 posts on salaries above 
Rs. 1,000. In 1903, 31 new posts were added to the number, of which 27 were 
given to Europeans, 4 to Hindus and 1 to a Musalman. 


Customs Deparitment,—There are 8 posts on salaries above Rs. 1,000, and 
all of them are held by Europeans. 


Education Depariment.—Thirty-one new posts were created, of which 30 
were given to Europeans. : 
Judicial Depariment.—Seventy-seven new posts were created, of which 
37 were given to Europeans, 29 to Hindus and 12 to Musalmans. 

Medical Department.—One hundred and one new posts were created on 
salaries above Rs. 1,000, of which 95 were given to Europeans and 6 to Hindus. 

Political Department.—There were 22 posts all held by Europeans. This 
number was increased to 64, of which only one was given to a Musalman. 

Public Works Department.—In 1867 the number of Europeans drawing 
salaries above Rs. 1,000 was 49, and in 1903 the number was 177. But as 
regards natives, none of them received a salary above Rs. 1,000 up to 1877. 
In 1887 Lord Dufferin gave 8 such high posts to Hindus, and in 1903, 9 Hindus 
and 2 Musalmans were drawing such high salaries. 

Police Department.—The number of posts on salaries above Re. 1,000 has 
been increased from 32 to 49, but all of them are held by Europeans. | 
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Howra8 HitalsHl, 


Sept. Srd, 1904. 


ARYAVARTA, 
Sept. 3rd, 1904. 


HITaVaRTA, 
Sept. ,4th 1904. 
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Salt Depariment.—The number of posts on salaries above Rs. 1,000 was 
increased from 1 in 1867 to 11 in 1903, but all of them were given t, 
Europeans. 

State Ratlways.—The higher posts are a monopoly of Europeans. In posts 
on salaries varying from Rs. 200 to Rs. 1,000 there are 335 uropeans, 339 
Eurastans, and only 106 natives. 

Telegraph Department.—In 1903, 83 orgs cen and 113 Eurasians, and 
only 18 natives were appointed to posts on salaries varying from Rs. 200 to 
Rs. 1,000. There are 21 Europeans, but not one Indian, drawing salaries 
above Rs. 1,000. 

Will Lord Curzon deny, in the face of these figures, that the English 
administration in India is unduly favourable to the European and grudging 
to the native element? His Lordship is now engaged in England in singin 
the praise of his Indian administrative policy. ‘“ If our rule,” he tells the 
English people, ‘‘is to last in India, it must rest on a more solid basis. It must 
depend on the eternal moralities of righteousness and justice.” 

Lord Curzon is in the habit of saying one thing and doing the very 
opposite. When he first took up the reins of the administration in India he 
epee great love for the Indians, and they, on their side, were moved by 

is sweet words and hoped to gain much by his rule. But he was soon found 
out. The Indians then saw that while his tongue was sweet his heart was full 
of poison. For five years he harassed and oppressed them in various ways, 
When he returned to England they fervently hoped they would be rid of him 
for ever. But now that this great lover of India is returning to her, she will 
curse her lot for having ever got him for her lord. 


64. The Howrah Hitaisht [Howrah] of the 3rd September calls attention 
, toa case of alleged oppression by the income-tax 
panoome-tax oppression = 18 officials. The facts are as follow :— 

e One Fakirdas Dhaoa of No. 95, Pathuriaghata 
Street, Calcutta, had an old and well-established business in rice, salt, cloths, etc., 
in various places in the districts of Howrah, Midnapore, Balasore, ete. Former! 
he used to pay from Ks. 200 to Rs. 300 a year as income-tax into the Howrah 
Treasury. But recently the opening of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway has 
compelled him to wind up his business altogether within the limits of the 
Howrah district, and to reduce its extent in the two other districts of Midnapore 
and Balasore. It is now two or three years since he closed his business in 
Howrah, But the income-tax officials of Howrah would not let him off, He 
was assessed at Rs. 214 for the year 1903-1904, and at Rs. 297 for the year 
1904-1905. He appealed from the assessors successively to the Income-tax 
Deputy-Collector and to the Divisional Commissioner, but without avail. 
The point is, that business conducted in Midnapore and Balasore cannot of 
course be assessed in Howrah, and if any business is done at all in Howrah, 
it cannot possibly be kept concealed. Where could the income-tax officials 
find the books and papers on which they based their estimate of the 
income? The case calls for enquiry at the hands of His Honour the 
Lieutenant-Governor. 


65. The Aryavarta [Ranchi] of the 3rd September notices the Trichino- 
poly Sub-Magistrate’s case, and ascribes it to the 
comhination of the Executive and Judicial func- 
tions and recommends their separation. 


66. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 4th September has the following 
under the heading ‘“ Currency Legislation and 
utter Ruin of the Country ” :— 

Of all the mischievous laws of India, the 
Currency Act of 1893 is the most injurious in its effects. The injury which 
it has done and is likely to do will scarcely allow the Indians to live. If the 
fangs of this venomous reptile are not extracted now, the result will be that the 
Indians will die of want of even a single grain of corn. Whole India will 
be devastated. Yes, but there would certainly be one good. India would 
become a colony for such Englishmen as, for want of room, live under trees 


sud in corners and streets in England, 
es e a7 = 7 | * * =: oe 


Separation of Executive and 
Judicial functions. 


The effect of currency legisla- 
tion. 
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closing of the Mints enabled Government to save 4} crores by coining 

17 Priv of capeel, as a rupee valued at 11°5d. was sold to the peo le for res 
Should we call it trade or robbery, or protecting the es ? Reader, do tel 
us what we should call this action of the Government 

Of course, Government has not appropriated this amount, but what good 
will it do to the people by locking the money up in an iron chest 

Government devised an easy means of massacring the cultivators, artizans 
and native industrial classes by closing the Mints and artificially raising the 


value of the rupee. 


+ * a * o & . * 


LII,.—J.EGISLATION. 


67. The Gaurad [Dacca] of the 18th August writes in continuation of 
its remarks in previous issues :— 

Section 60.—Though registered proprietors are 
entitled to rent, yet rent-suits instituted by them 
are often dismissed on the authority of High Court decisions, if the tenant 
(1) denies the relation of landlord and tenant with the registered proprietor, 
or (2) raises objections regarding the amount of the jams payable by 
him. 

To obviate these difficulties, it should be provided as follows :— 

The Court shall decree rent-suits by registered proprietors without con- 
sidering whether the relation of landlord and tenant existed before or not. 
The amount decreed should not include any part payment already made to 
the former proprietor by the tenant. If the tenant has any objections as to 
the amount of the jama, he shall be bound to produce the receipt for the 
rent paid by him immediately before the- institution of the suit and other 
evidence in proof of such payment. If the tenant fails to prove such pay- 
ment, the Court shall decree the suit, fixing the jama as demanded by the 
proprietor, Ifthe proprietor be a co-sharer of the land in dispute, the Court 
shall decree the amount of rent which falls to his share, and the proportionate 
amount of the tenant’s land may be sold by auction for the realization of 
the amount. 

Section 61.—When a tenant states on oath that the proprietor refuses to 
receive rent, he may deposit the rent in Court free of charge, the proprietor 
being served with a notice of such deposit, In practice, the rent so deposited 
becomes the property of Government in most cases, as neither the proprietor 
nor subsequently the tenant can manage to take the money out of the Govern- 
ment treasury. Government therefore indirectly deprives the landlord of his 
just rights. This is scarcely a fair arrangement on the part of Government 
and does it little credit. The Government might, if so minded, send the 
money to the right person by postal money-order. 

Section 65.—Although under the Act, the land for which rent falls due 
may be sold by auction for the realisation of the rent, yet the High Court has 
deprived co-owners of a property of the power of realising their respective 
shares of the rent by the same process. It should be provided that the land 
on account of which a decree is obtained for arrears of rent may be sold by 
auction to save co-sharers of a property from loss. : 

_ Section 66.—The power which this section gives to the landlord of eject- 
ing @ tenant, not being a permanent tenure-holder, for arrears of rent, should 
be extended so as to apply to all classes of tenants. : 

Section 67.—The tenant allows the rent payable by him to fall into 
arrears, while the money thus saved is invested in loans either bearing 
interest at one anna per rupee per month or requiring a return of produce 
worth double the amount advanced. This section, taerefore, by providing 
for the payment of interest on arrears of rent at one per cent. per month, 
encourages the tenant to let bis rent fall into arrears. To convince the 
tenant of the loss which he shall have to suffer in case he does not pay the 


rent, the rate of interest should be fixed at a minimum of 75 per cent. per 
annum, 


Suggested amendments of Act 
VIII of 1885. 


G AURAB, 
Aug. 18th, 1904. 
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68, The Hitavadi [Calcutta] of the 2nd September has the follow- 


The Bengal Local Self-Goverr- . ‘ : 
ment Amendment Bill. A new tax 1s going to be lmposed on the 


poor people of Bengal on the pretext of : 
ing the Bengal Local P+ yt aa Act Kven the Englishman ; 
pleading their cause. The tenor of its writing, however, points to the 
zamindars of Bengal as the proper persons to bear the burden of the proposed 
taxation. Whatever the zamindars may have gained by the Permanent 
Settlement, the imposition of any new tax on them, in the teeth of that sett]o. 
od would give rise to a feeling of distrust in men’s minds against their 
rulers. 

Government should not convert the District Boards into somany machines 
for extortion by giving them the power of putting on taxes. Construction 
of roads, tramways, etc., is very good in itself, and people will be ready to 
make contributions in aid of such works to the extent of their means. But 
it would be the greatest cruelty to extort from a poor people the money 
necessary for the purpose. The average Bengali villager is so poor as to be 
unable to pay for medical help when he is ill. In this state of things, is it 
not sheer oppression to compel him to pay for the construction of railways? 

69. The following are extracts from a long article headed “‘ Dishonour of 

The Universities Act, 1906. the Goddess of Speech” in the Hitavarta; Calcutta] 
of the 4th September :— 

Intoxicated with pride, Lord Curzon has at last passed the Universities Bill, 
trampling the prayers and arguments of the whole Indian educated subjects 
under foot. Fetters have been thrown round the feetof even the free ‘‘ Goddess 
of Speech.” The Syndicate will henceforth consist of 90 official and 10 non- 
official members. When the non-official educated men, seeing the difficulty of 
obtaining service, stand in attendance with oil in their hands in the hope of 
securing an appointment, why would not the educated men living on 
Government pay be standing with scented oil ? 


* * * *% # 


Government no longer wants to spread higher education in India, The 
University Act of 1904 isa living example of this secret object. Efforts were 
made first to break the limbs of the goddessand then to gagher. . .. . 
Schools and colleges of general education are the limbs of the goddess, while 
law or pleadership is her speech. In order to cut up the limbs, Lord Curzon 
enacted in the University Act that colleges not possessing strength enough to 
walk from the very start should be killed by the administration of salt while still 
in the lying-in room. . . . Gradual progress is the law of nature. | 

* a* * a * 


Ah! he ought to have considered his own condition. He was not made a 
Viceroy at once. Lord Curzon was not given the title of Baron when he was 
only a boy. The Government of India saw that, having learnt law, the Indians 
beak: now become lawyers and barristers. They have now learnt to speak, and 


they are now criticising our high-handedness, improper love of our own race, and 

artiality in Legislative Councils, private associations and national Congresses. 

Hitherto the Indians have been duped by sugar-coated pills of quinine; but 

now the goddess of speech has opened their eyes by removing the charm from 

over them. By the pict of that goddess they now take out our rotten doings 
u 


from the pages of the volumes containing a history of our achievements and tear 
them into shreds by the current of theiroratory. The Government of India 
therefore wanted to ag the goddess by confining the teaching of law to a Central 
College, but we are glad that, stunned by the fearless speeches and plain-speaking 
of India’s able sons like Gokhale, Lord Curzon could not gag the mouth of the 

oddess of speech and make a single place as the centre for teaching law; _ but, 
then, he took the University into his own hands. 

My Lord, we are the sons of simple Arya Rishis. We do not understand 
our crooked ways. Whether you wish to show your love for your kith and 
in, or to increase the taxes, or to fill up the purse of the Manchester merchants 

or Lancashire weavers by ruining our trade and art ; whether it be your wish to 
bring the remuants of the native Chiefs under the British Lion’s paw, or to annex 
Tibet, Persix und Afghanistan, like Baluchistan, under the pretence of sending 
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‘a] missions to them, or to send the country a-begging by currency 
re short, whatever you may mean to do, fricy, it after letting us 
soon of it. Follow the straight course, please. Be kind enough not to cheat 
us. Taking us to be blind, loyal oye do not put a burning charcoal on our 

ips wh hat we want is only cold water. 
ad 70. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta ] of the 5th September says that the 
British Parliament has sanctioned anew Member for 


A new Member for the Viceroy’s +14 Wiceroy’s Council to look after the commerce 
— and industries of India. It remains to be seen how 


Indian commerce and industries prosper in future. 


IV.—NATIVE STATES. 


71. The Bharat Mitra [Calcutta] of the ord September says that the Raja 
of Chamba having expressed his desire to learn to 
oS lay on the piano, the Divisional Commissioner 
directed him to learn to B on the raju (bag-pipe), a military musical 
‘nstrument. ‘The editor says the Raja must obey the order of the Commis- 
sioner, else wherein would lie his safety ? ; he 

72. The Hitavarta [Calcutta] of the 4th September, in noticing the advice 
which Rajasthan has given to the Rajput Chiefs 
as to the necessity of sending qualified students to 
foreign countries to study science and the arts at their expense, says that the 
Chiefs of Rajputana should decide as to what is their duty, seeing with eyes 
wide open how the world is active and moving on. 

73. The same paper, in thanking Mr. Schwann, a Member of Parliament, 
for his sense of justice and generosity in asking 
the Secretary of State for India a number of 
questions regarding the expulsion of the Bara 
Thakur of Tippera Independent State from Agartala, remarks :— 

Had there been 10 or 20 Members of Parliament like Mr, Schwann, India 
could not have been in such a bad condition. 


An advice to Rajput Princes. 


The case of the Bara Thakur 
of Tippera in Parliament. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


(4. The Hindi Bangavasi [Calcutta] of the 5th September says that famine 
: has broken outin Guzerat, and that relief works must 
have been opened from the Ist September in 
certain parts of it. The condition of Guzerat combating against famine for 
nearly the last five years is simply pitiable. 

75, ‘The same paper says that owing to excess of rainfall the paddy crop 
at Piperpanthi in Gaya has sustained some damage 
and that plague has broken out in some places, 


Famine in Guzerat. 


Prospect of the crops. 


VI,— MISCELLANEOUS. 


76. The Bihar Bandhu [Bankipur] of the 1st September says that the 
representations addressed to the British Parliament 
are no longer listened to, and that they are treated 
as waste paper and are, ultimately, sold as such. 
77. The Hitavadi LColential of the 2nd September writes as follows :— 
ar sale ae hatsoever Lord Curzon may be pleased to 
England. Ss gay, and whatever the effect of his oratory on the 
_ English people, the Indians have suffered too 
much under his administration to be ecelved by the speeches which His 
ordship is now making in England. His Lordship will soon return to this 
country and rule it for some time longer. God alone knows what fate awaits 
the Indians if his mind has not: i] this time changed for the better. 


The fate of petitions to the 
British Parliament. 


78. The Aryavarta [Ranchi | of the 38rd September has the following :— 
The Lieutenant-Governor and. he Lieutenant-Governor has come here and 
Re, lnspector-General of Police at is looking fora site for the Engineering College. 

A rumour is also afloat that the Presidency College 


8 also to be removed to this place, but it seems untrue. The railway construc- 
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tion will commence in the coming winter. The Inspector-General 


( 858 ) 


Was also 


here on his inspection tour a few days ago. Many officers of the Police 


yy geome were much afraid of his ins 

did regarding the irr 

papers and went away. 
79. The Hettavarta [Calcutta] of the 4th September has the fol 

its mufassal columns :— 


The condition of the Deoghur priests. The Pandas (pri e sts) of this 


pection, but it is not known 
egular working of the police or whether he simp 


what he 
y Signed 


lowing in 


place (Deoghur) 


are no doubt wealthy, but they are mere dabujis (very poor) in education, 


They have, as it were, taken upon themselves the charge of th 
of the world. When the present high-priest himself 


© meanest things 


» under the cover of ding 


(female organ) worship, is a worshipper of Hari and Dom women, what is to 


be said of others ? 


80. The same paper has the following :— 


Despatch of guns to India. 


ing in the Indian Frontier sky ? 


It is understood from a London tele 
the 28th(?) that fifty a 


quick-firing 18°d pounders 
have been ordered for immediate despatch to India from Woolwich. Wh 
all of a sudden this demand for more guns for India? Are any clouds gather. 


81. The same paper thanks the Nawab of Dacca for his efforts in the 


Settlement of disputes among 


zamindars by panchayets. 


matter of disputes between the zamindars being 
decided without going to Court. As many zamin- 
dars have been ruined by litigation, no doubt the 


settlement of disputes mY panchayets would do immense good in such cases. 


82. The Swadesi 


A strange natural phenomenon. 


Barisal] of the 6th September reports that a curious 
natural phenomenon has been observed in village 
Nalchira, district Backergunge. In a corner of a 


tank belonging to Babu Abhoy Charan Sarkar, a local medical practitioner, 
bubbles have been constantly observed on the surface of the water. During 
the winter, when the tank is dry, the bubbles and mud still continue to be 
thrown out on the bed of the tank. The gas which comes out with these 
bubbles has been proved by experiment to be inflammable. A match was 
once applied at the mouth of the 9 out of which the bubbles escape, anda 
steady flame was the result, which continued to burn until a strong gust of 
wind extinguished it. Once an attempt was made to dig into the mouth of the 
hole, and a strong puff of gas, which caused a loud sound and spread a bad 
smell all around, was the result, Similar things have happened in another tank 


belonging to Babu Akhoy Kumar Das Sarkar, which adj 


mentioned. The thing deserves an inquiry by experts. 


Uriya PAPERs. 


O1ns 


the tank before 


83. According to the Utkalipika [Cuttack] of the 27th August there were 


The rainfall. 


good showers of rain in the last week and there was 
high water in the Mahanadi and the Kathjun. 


84. By comparing the figures of rainfall in the three districts of Orissa 


The average rainfall in Orissa 


this year. 


85. The same paper approves of 


Relaxation of the primary and 


the middle scholarship rules in 


favour of girls. 


up to the end of Sradan last, the same paper comes 
to the conclusion that this year’s rainfall is far 
below the average, and observes that in some parts 
of Orissa the people want more rain. 
the relaxation of the rules, governing 
primary and middle scholarships, in favour of 
Hindu’ and Muhammadan girls, to whom the 
scholarships will be awarded in the shape of prizes, 
provided they are found on examination t0 have 


made good progress in higher studies, and hopes that this will produce 


good results. 


86, A correspondent of the same paper says that the residents 
village of Daspur near Biribati are in need © 


Tbe want of a village road, 


kutcha road, and hopes that the authorities 
so good as to supply the want. 


of the 
3 
will be 


( 859 ) 


ame r learns from its contempo of the Prajabandhu of 
uo eC Ganjam that Boldyerwas, which is an important 
Monkeys in & village in the and po vious village in the Banki subdivision 
Cattack district of the Cuttack a is bn A with monkeys 
‘ther orchards nor kitchens are safe from their depredations. 
aes 88, Referring to the visit of Mr. Pedler to Bhuvaneswar, the same paper 
, says that advantage was taken of the occasion to 
To, apply for the establishment of a Sanskrit to/ for the 
education of the children of the sebakas or servants of that temple, and hopes 
that a Sanskrit ¢o/ in Bhuvaneswar will prove very useful. 
89. Referring to the proceedings of & Committee formed in Cuttack to 
raise subscriptions in aid of the released convicts 
Relief to the accused in the i, the notorious Mansingpatna dacoity case, the 
ee same paper observes that as the convicts were 
afterwards found to be innocent, it is proper that Government should pay 
them something in the shape of damages in consideration of the extreme 
physical and mental sufferings which they have undergone. At any rate, the 
rewards paid to the investigating police officers in this case should be taken 
back from them and made over to the released men. : 
90. Babu Gopal Bullabh Das, a correspondent of the same paper, writes 
to say that the Local Self-Government Act 
The Local Self-Government Act Amendment Bill means a serious increase of local 
—o taxation, and that Orissa would probably have 
remained free from the operation of the proposed law, had it been separated 
from Bengal and constituted a distinct administration. 
91. The Garjatbasint net of the 27th —- states that the Raja 
of Talcher has done muc ~~ to the people of 
Talcher by repairing an old water-course near his 
own gurh and by causing a portion of its water to 
flow into his own palace-yard and irrigate lands in Durgapatna that are 
calculated to produce a large — of paddy every year. 
92, Referring to certain remarks of the Sanitary Commissioner made in 
. oe his inspection report on the Balasore Municipality, 
on yee, Gestion of drinking-water the Samvad Vahika [Balasore] of the 25th August 
requests the Chairman of the local Municipality to 
induce the residents of Balasore to drink the more wholesome well-water 
instead of the tainted tank-water which they now use. 
93. The same paper is glad to notice that even in the rainy weather 
The Te) District Mavis. Lt: Egerton, the Magistrate and Collector of 
trate'stour.tss:t=‘<s«é~S”~C*éC@ laagcore@,, iss touring im the interior of the district 
and inspecting the state of the crops and the 
economic condition of the people. 
94. ‘I'he same paper states that there is sufficient water in the corn-fields, 
The condition of the crops. | that rain is falling at intervals, and that the state 
of the standing crop is good. 
Dearness of vegetables in the . 22° ~hesame paper says that, owing to heavy 
oli ieee. rainfall, vegetables are very dear in the markets of 
the Balasore town, 


The repair of a water-course by 
the Raja of Talcher. 


ASSAM PAPERS. 


96. The Silchar [Cachar] of the 31st August has the following :— 
eon 2 It is a trait in our character as a nation that 
aminationn -  ompetutive exe whenever a change is suggested, we are at once up, 
: protesting against it with all our might, without 
pausing to think whether the change proposed is a good ora bad one. The 
English officials who served in this country up to about the middle of the last 
century have left brilliant reputations behind them. Since then, with the 
opening of the Civil Service to candidates under the competitive system, a new 
class of officers has been introduced, born of such low parents as washermen, 
barbers, potters, and shoemakers. The people are quite disgusted with these 
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new recruits and declare that the older class of officials was preferable, 
The present race of civilians and their predecessors are as poles asunder, 
Similar has been the case with the native officials. The competitive system 
has brought in many officers of low caste who have disgraced the Judicial 
Bench, High caste and high family are no longer held to be important. consi- 
derations. Simply passing the competitive examination is held to be enough 
to qualify a man foroffice. Under the old system the man who was to dispense 
justice was required to combine in his person learning, intelligence, high 
caste and respectability. Under the competitive system every consideration 
is sacrificed to mere success at an examination. Under the newly introduced 
nomination system, due attention should be paid to these considerations as well 
as to educational qualifications. Thatis why we are in favour of the change, 
Without an element of family pride, although the family may not bea very 
noble and ancient one, a man is rarely found to be desirable in all respects, 


This is the rule everywhere, be it in England or inIndia. We thank Govern- 
ment for its new rule. 


NARAYAN CHANDRA BHATTACHARYYA, 
Bengah Translator. 


BEenGaLi TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 
The 10th September, 1904. 
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